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After the Prelude, please begin the Call to Worship… 

 

Let us begin with our Call to Worship. 

 

One:  The promises of the world turn to ashes and dust,  

 

All:  but the promises of God last forever. 

 

One:  The Holy One calls to us: “Come!” 

 

All:  We come to rekindle the gift of God ablaze within us. 

 

 

 

 

After the Gloria Patri, and after everyone is seated, please say: 

“Let us pray our Prayer of Illumination”:  

 

Almighty God, give us ears to hear your story in these words of Scripture; give 

us eyes to see your story in the faces of those who surround us; and give us 

faith enough, that by your grace, we might serve you until the end of our days 

Amen. 
 

 

And now the First Reading,        Psalm 137 

 

By the rivers of Babylon— 

   there we sat down and there we wept 

   when we remembered Zion.  

On the willows there 

   we hung up our harps.  

For there our captors 

   asked us for songs, 

and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 

   ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’  

 

How could we sing the LORD’s song 

   in a foreign land?  

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

   let my right hand wither!  

Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, 



   if I do not remember you, 

if I do not set Jerusalem 

   above my highest joy.  

 

Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites 

   the day of Jerusalem’s fall, 

how they said, ‘Tear it down! Tear it down! 

   Down to its foundations!’  

O daughter Babylon, you devastator! 

   Happy shall they be who pay you back 

   what you have done to us!  

Happy shall they be who take your little ones 

   and dash them against the rock!  

 

One: The Word of God for the People of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 


