
The First Lesson 

 

Isaiah 40:3-5,9-17 

A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain.  

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

   and all people shall see it together, 

   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’  

 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

   ‘Here is your God!’  

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

   and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him.  

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

   and gently lead the mother sheep.  
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Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand 

   and marked off the heavens with a span, 

enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, 

   and weighed the mountains in scales 

   and the hills in a balance?  

Who has directed the spirit of the LORD, 

   or as his counsellor has instructed him?  

Whom did he consult for his enlightenment, 

   and who taught him the path of justice? 

Who taught him knowledge, 

   and showed him the way of understanding?  

Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 

   and are accounted as dust on the scales; 

   see, he takes up the isles like fine dust.  

Lebanon would not provide fuel enough, 

   nor are its animals enough for a burnt-offering.  

All the nations are as nothing before him; 

   they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.  

  



The Second Lesson 

 

Luke 1:26-30 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 

said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour 

with God.  

  



The Third Lesson 

 

Luke 2:1-7 

The Birth of Jesus 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn.  

  



The Fourth Lesson 

 

Luke 2:8-14 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying,  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

  



The Fifth Lesson 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road.  

  



The Sixth Lesson 

 

Revelation 21:1-12 

The New Heaven and the New Earth 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 

the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them;  

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’  

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all 

things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 

spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, 

and I will be their God and they will be my children. But as for the 

cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the murderers, the fornicators, the 

sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake that 

burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.’  
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Vision of the New Jerusalem 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues came and said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the 

wife of the Lamb.’ And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high 

mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God. It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare 

jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. It has a great, high wall with twelve 

gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed the 

names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites;  

 


